LUMINA: What’s in a Name?
for 

Our Twelfth Annual Celebration

Sunday, October 23, 2011

Our Spiritual Director, Carol Adey, shared during her meditation that our theme, “LUMINA: What’s in a Name?”, is based on Matthew 5:16.  In the Common English Bible it reads, “Let your light shine before people, so that they can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven.”

When the name LUMINA was chosen for our mission project, a member of the Board of Directors at that time remembered that LUMINA is the Latin word for LIGHT.  You may have heard me say this, as I’ve been sharing this everywhere I go.  What we’ve learned during the past year makes our name even more significant.  We’ve learned from a retired Latin teacher who is a member of one of our supporting churches that the singular word for LIGHT is l-u-m-e-n … So have we been wrong all these years?  No we’ve been more right than we realized … because in Latin the plural word for light is LUMINA.  
Exactly!   We’re celebrating this evening that it takes more than one LIGHT to make LUMINA happen!  It takes many lights.  That’s why we have multiple candles on each table and on the cover of your folder for this special event.   We’re celebrating that there is more than one way to let the LIGHT of God in Jesus Christ shine in the darkness. There are many ways.  “LUMINA:  It’s all in a Name!”
We’re here to thank you, our supporting individuals and congregations, for helping us to keep the LIGHT of Christ shining brightly for another year.  You’ve supported us with your time, your talent your treasures and your prayers!
This is the part of our CELEBRATION where we share ministry outcomes.  We want you to know that your support has made a measurable difference.   Our report will indicate that there is more than one way to measure outcomes.  We can use numbers.  We can tell you that …

· An average of 25-30 children have participated in our Monday night children’s ministry,  Kids’ Night at St. Paul’s (now El Redentor and St. Paul’s).   
We’d like to call attention to a brochure of summer activities which you’ll find in your packet.  For many years, we had only a couple of opportunities to connect with our kids during the summer.   Now many of our Kids’ Night Kids participated in the events highlighted in this brochure.  Special kudos to members of New Holland: Evangelical UMC for including us in their VBS for the 3rd time this year, and to members of Ludwig UMC for sponsoring the 6th annual “Bainbridge Outing” on the 2nd Saturday in August.   Even during the school year, we have some special events.  For the 2nd time this year, members of Boehm’s UMC included us in their annual fall hayride.  A delightful ride through the colorful area was followed by roasting hot dogs and marshmallows over an open fire.  It was just right for a fall Sunday!   These are treasured events!
· We introduced a new initiative with youth at this time last year. From Nov. through May, 6-10 youth participated. When started up again this fall, we gained some Kids’ Night graduates, and we now have an average attendance of 10-12 each Monday night. Our youth ministry continues this year under strong leadership. We would welcome additional volunteers with a passion for this age group who might be willing and available to join us in providing continuity and compassion on Monday nights during the school year.  We begin each gathering with a healthy meal.  We have a specific need for male volunteers as regular mentors and role models, since we are now meeting separately as ‘female students’ and ‘male students’.
· Camp scholarships which many of you provided made it possible to send 18 children and youth from Monday night Kids’ Night to summer church camp at Gretna Glen.  Did you know that …

· 7 children who completed grades 1-3 attended “My Early Camping Adventure”?

· 7 children who completed grades 4-6 attended “Woodland Adventure”?
· 4 junior high youth attended “Youth, Music & Drama II” and performed for their parents and other friends a musical called “The Perils of Paul”?”

We also provided scholarships for a total of 12 children & youth who meet on Thursday nights at Otterbein UMC:

· 4 attended “Totally Awesome Random Fun”

· 6 attended “Woodland Adventure II”

· 2 attended “Wilderness Adventure III”

That’s a total of 30 young campers whose lives were enriched because others care.  Our total cost could have been $9,910.  Fortunately, in addition to the scholarships which many of you provided, we were able to obtain some scholarships from the camp.  Still, we don’t mind telling you that our actual total cost for camp this year was  $6,225.  Thanks to your generosity, this bill has been paid.  This is definitely a “LUMINA” thing!  One candle wouldn’t have given enough light.

By the end of this school year, approximately 1200 students in the School District of Lancaster’s elementary and middle schools will receive the required uniform dress from our School Uniform Clothing Bank, run out of Pearl Street UMC.  If each uniform were represented by one candle, imagine the glow of 1200 candles, ignited by your contributions.
We continue to serve 10-12 job seekers per week through our Professional Clothing Bank housed at Otterbein UMC, not to mention another 100 people who fill a bag for $5.00 at our two end-of-season sales, which are open to the public.  We are so grateful to our PCB light bearers, who staff this ministry so that we can be open twice every week and one a month on Saturday morning.
This has been a year of transition for our Nutrition Education Ministry called SuperCupboards.  Those who were here last year will remember that our instructor, Martha Montes, spoke to us about our partnership with Penn State’s Cooperative Extension.  Then in January she had surgery to repair extensive damage to her shoulder, caused by an accident “on the job” during one of our sessions.  Each month she hoped, and so did we, that her doctor would release her to return the work about which she has been so passionate.  (So passionate, in fact, that she is with us tonight!)  Martha continues to need our prayers.  

Fortunately, Penn State has provided another SuperCupboard instructor who is passionate about what she does.  Her name is Donna Sullivan, and she is with us tonight.  Donna, would you please stand and let us welcome you?  Donna is approaching graduation time for her first two SuperCupboards with us.  Since mid-September she has been teaching a class of 4 students on Wednesdays at Mt. Zion UMC in Peach Bottom.  This small membership church in So. Lancaster County provides 4-6 volunteers each week, to help with transportation, kitchen details and child care.  They also provide all of the graduation gifts for the students who complete the classes held at their church.  

On Thursdays Donna has been teaching at the newly merged ER & SP UMC, the site of our LUMINA offices.  This class has 12 students!   Graduation for both classes will be held this week.  As you can see, she has jumped in with both feet.  Donna, we thank you!
Another ministry which merits attention is Hope for the Holidays.  Did you know that we give all SuperCupboard participants a chance to apply for support at Christmas?   Those interested in sponsoring a family call LUMINA.  We provide the contact information for the family they will sponsor, including the names, ages and clothing sizes of everyone in the household, as well as a “wish list”.   We encourage our sponsors to contact their family directly with any questions they may have, and to make arrangements to deliver the gifts and food they are able to provide to make the holidays brighter for a low income family.  At the end of 2010, 10 families received support during the holidays.  We already have 12-15 families who will be eligible to be assigned sponsors this year.  In some cases, sponsorship leads to ongoing connections with our families.
Last year we announced that we would be providing educational enrichment events in the new year, with the purpose of helping us to better understand the culture of poverty.  We are pleased to report that we held a Poverty Simulation event as part of our district wide Tools for Ministry event in January.  This was followed by two workshops called “Bridges Out of Poverty”, which were held in February and March.  (These events were led by Reed Reynolds, who is honoring us with his presence.)  

In June we provided a workshop for leaders of children’s ministries.  This was titled, “Guiding The Children We Help Toward Their Better Selves.”  Our leader was Dyane Carrere.  This was the 3rd time Dyane has led this training for us, which has led to a vital partnership.  We are delighted that Dyane has agreed to be our speaker tonight, and you’ll be hearing from her shortly.  A total of over 75 people participated in these events.
These are some highlights of what’s been happening during the past year.  In addition to numbers and names of events, another way to measure impact is with stories.  Since my wife and I are personally involved in the Professional Clothing Bank, I’d like to share a note which was received by one of our volunteers.  Kathy is a “charter volunteer”.  She’s been with us since the PCB first opened.  Here’s the experience she wanted to bring to our awareness:
Just had an interesting client and assistant in today … The assistant is a counselor at CareerLink.  She told me that she got her first “career” outfit here and then she went on to get her life in order and got a job at CareerLink.  She now helps women who are in the same spot she used to be in.  She was great and the client was very grateful for her perspective.

The story I’d like to share happened when my husband and I picked up a tired and excited group of 7 children who had just finished “Woodland Adventure” at Gretna Glen.

On the way home, one of the campers sat in the “captain’s seat” as Bruce was driving.  I was in the back of the van with the other kids.  The camper told Bruce he wished he could stay at camp at least one more week.  He said, “I love that place.  It’s so peaceful and quiet.”  Before we left the camp, the camp dean told us,  “I’ve really noticed an improvement in the children’s behavior this year”,  and he mentioned this camper by name.   The very next week the adult leaders of the VBS where we were guests, also told us, “We’ve really noticed an improvement in the behavior of the children this year.”    Sometimes it’s when we’re wondering if we’re making a difference that the LIGHT shines through!    
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